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the Sublime Porte. Mohammed Ali and the sheikhs then de-
cided to isolate the Citadel, and for this reason they had to
arm the people who kept watch day and night over the adjoin-
ing streets.

When one day Khourshid Pasha's agent made his appear-
ance in the city, the following dialogue took place between
him and El Sayed Omar Makram, the chosen leader of the
people:

The Turkish Delegate: How can you depose the man
whom the Sultan has nominated to be your governor? Have
you forgotten the divine commandment to obey God
Almighty, His Prophets and those in authority over you?

The Egyptian Leader: Those in authority referred to in
the Sacred Book are the noble sheikhs, the lawgivers and the
just Sultan. But this is an unjust man; and it is customary
from the earliest times for the people to depose their governors
and even kings or Khalifas if they misgovern or persecute the
nation.

The Delegate: And by what right, may I ask, do you block-
ade us in the Citadel and prevent water and food from reach-
ing us? Are you at war with us? Are we infidels to deserve all
this at your hands?

The Leader: Yes, we have the authority of the sheikhs and
the Chief Judge to fight you because you have opposed the
nation and acted contrary to the commandments of God-

The Turkish Delegate: But the Chief Judge is an infidel
himself.

The Egyptian Leader: He is your man and a Turk like
yourselves; and if your judge is an unbeliever what about the
rest of you? But God forbid. The Chief Judge is an honour-
able man and he is versed in law and will not forsake justice.

In any case, the Tasha declared that he was appointed
Governor by an imperial firman from the Sultan and that he
would not quit his office by order of the fellaheen of Egypt.
When he informed the Chief Judge of his intention to con-
tinue in the Citadel until news came from the Sultan, the
Chief Judge firmly replied that forty thousand souls had come
to the court clamouring for the Pasfta's descent from the seat
of government, and that if he refused to dio so they would
fight him. " This rising of the people/' wrote the Chief Judge,